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A lesson in implication from David Bowie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In 1983, MTV was a new station, playing 
music videos to an ever increasing 
audience.  They interviewed star David 
Bowie and at the end of the interview he 
turned the tables and asked them a 
question.   

 
 
You are now going to hear the exchange. 

 

Listening 
 

1. What question does David Bowie ask Mark Goodman? 
What is he implying here? 
 

2. Goodman says the company are narrowcasting, see definition below.  Bowie replies by 
saying “it’s evident from the fact that the only few black artists one does see are on about 
2.30 in the morning to around 6”  
What is he really accusing MTV of doing here? Why wouldn’t someone want to be on MTV 
between 2.30-6am? 
 

3. Bowie says “there seem to be a lot of black artists making very good videos that I’m surprised 
aren’t used on MTV” 
What is he really saying? 
 

4. Bowie says “that’s very interesting” 
What does he mean here? 
 

5. “Do you not find that it’s a frightening predicament to be in?” 
Is he worried about MTV or is he saying he disapproves of what they are doing? 
 

6. When he asks “should it not be a challenge to make the media far more integrated?”, what is 
he really saying? 
 

7. What does Mr. Goodman mean by, “it’s not like it was in 67” and what is the implication about 
‘67’? 
 

8. When Goodman asks if it is a valid point, what does Bowie say and why has he changed the 
word ‘valid’? 
 
 

Narrowcast - transmit a television programme, especially by cable, or otherwise disseminate 
information, to a comparatively localized or specialist audience. 

Implication - the conclusion that can be drawn from something although it 
is not explicitly stated. 
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Vocab 
 
Listen to the extract and complete these phrases and then with a partner discuss their 
meaning in this situation. 
 

 
1. Got ______ going for it 

2. To be floored ______ the fact 

that 

3. Thinking ______ of 

narrowcasting 

4. People have ______ 

perceptions 

5. ______ time 

6. Be scared ______ by Prince 

7. But ______ here than in radio 

8. To ______ something 

integrated 

9. All ______ sudden 

10. This kid just ______ what … 

 
 
 

 
 

Discussion 
 
Do you think musicians should get involved in politics? Why/why not? 
 
How might being political benefit or harm a musician’s career?  Can you give 
examples? 
 
Would you pay any attention to what a musician said? 
 
 

Pronunciation  
 
 
4.25 in the clip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which word is stressed, why?  
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Where else could the stress be placed, how would it affect the meaning? 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

“I understand your point of view” 


